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Malwa, Gtijerat, Saurashtra, Maharashtra, Utkal, Mysore and
the Ganges-Valley (except delta area) as distinct regions.
Some of them like Malwa (consisting of the valley of the river
Chambal and enclosed by the Vindhyas, the Aravalis and the
river Yamuna), and the Assam Valley are very clearly de-
marcated in the geographical sense and some of them like
the Ganges Valley have to be sub-divided into sub-regions.
There are some regions like Malwa, Mysore or Chhota Nagpur
which are plateaus but, in many cases, the regions are almost
identical with river systems or river valleys. The reason is
that most of the rivers of the world have acted as unifying
agents throughout their valleys in more than one respect. In
the geographical sense, the river Ganga transported rich silt
from its upper reaches and deposited it all along its banks,
and the delta as wdl as provided irrigation; in the economic
and commercial sense, it transported goods and deposited
loads at places like Kanpur, Patna and Calcutta; in the social
sense it transported culture and deposited it at places like
Prayag, Kashi and Nabadwip. It is no wonder then that such
river valleys constituted economic and cultural regions and
supported well-balanced civilized communities through the
ages not in India alone but also in China, Egypt and Iraq.
After the lapse of centuries, the river valleys are once more
going to play their part as economic and cultural regions.
Some of our important river valley schemes have been men-
tioned earlier. After careful survey the whole of India can.
be divided into suitable regions for the purposes of economic
and industrial development and planning.
Regional development envisages a decentralized pattern
of industry. But our discussion in this as well as in previous
chapters with regard to the location and distribution of indus-
tries shows that most of them are concentrated in the regions
producing basic raw materials. In the case of certain indus-
tries like iron and steel and cement, which depend upon
heavy and localized raw materials, and like sugar, which
depend upon fresh agricultural raw materials, such location
is regarded as rational even from the theoretical point of
view. The same thing, however, does not hold good in the
case of textile industries, especially cotton. But if we com-
pare the maps on pages 28 and 45 we find that a majority of